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Abstract
This write up is about highlighting mental issues in disaster and pandemic situations. We did a commentary by acknowledging, 
reviewing already published articles focusing on the psychological crisis during the lockdown situation when more than 
half of the world was confined in home quarantine. Further, we discussed human issues that how they cope and go through 
struggling periods facing problematic times. Moreover, concentrating on current COVID-19 pandemic insecurities leading 
to health and social crisis. 
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1. Introduction
With the advent of novel coronavirus in December 2019 when 
its first case was reported in Wuhan state of China, the world 
began to enter an entirely different era of changing physical, 
psychological and socioeconomic state. Individual’s lives 
were drastically affected with negative and positive impacts 
of lockdown all over the globe affecting 219 countries with 
114,428, 411 cases reported resulting in 2,538,475 deaths and 
89,977,677 recovered patients according to current statistics 
reported by WHO.

2. Impact of Lockdown on Aggravating Domestic Violence
On 23 January 2020, Wuhan; the state of China, went under strict 
lockdown after being identified as the epicenter of disease [1]. 
Restraining public activities and putting people under quarantine 
while playing a pivotal role in controlling the spread of disease 
has its own repercussions in the form of financial crisis, 
psychological distress and conflicts among the family members 
specially contributing in domestic and sexual abuse [2].

Mood swings, depression, insomnia, Obsessive compulsive 
disorder (OCD), anxiety, fear, Post-traumatic stress is found to 
be the most debilitating psychological problem [3]. In the present 
world social media is the number one platform for people to 
discuss their social and domestic issues and a forum to exchange 
their thoughts. Increased vulnerability, types of family violence, 
forms of social, verbal and physical violence, victims of family 
violence, risk factors linked to family violence, social services 
for victims and law enforcement responses, social movements 
domestic violence–related news were the highlighted topics 
under discussion on social media in the span of 4 months’ time 
from 12 April 2020 to 16 July 2020. According to the research 
conducted in 2020 on 274,501,992 tweets out of which 1,015,874 
tweets were found to be related to family violence, emotional, 
physical and sexual abuse and people raising  these issues as a 
major social dilemma during lockdown [4].

Loss of connectivity of children with their school friends and 
teachers increased anxiety among school going children. Also, 
these children face or observe domestic violence at home by 
the  dominant members of family causing negative impact on 
their physical and psychological well-being ("Violence against 
children: A hidden crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic," 8 April 
2020) Pregnant women are more vulnerable. Around one third of 
pregnant women faced domestic abuse with emotional violence 
the most common form followed by sexual and physical 
violence  from their partners. Emotional and physical well-
being is naturally deranged during pregnancy which is further 
aggravated during quarantine and lack of connectivity with the 
outside world.  

Domestic violence in such cases is more devastating not only for 
women but for the baby also. Loss of income, financial crises 
and already abusive partners were found to be the underlying 
causes [5]. During lockdown family members are confined in 
their houses and spend more time with abusers. Also, it makes 
the victim helpless and unable to come out and seek help from 
social services, friends, family or neighbors [6]. 

Violence against Women (VAW) [7]. Intimate partner violence 
(IPV) [8]. gender-based violence, domestic abuse (DA) are 
becoming increasingly popular terms under the heading of 
negative psychological impacts of lockdown. In the world 
where majority of people are habitual of going to their work 
are now confined in their houses 24/7 with abusing family 
members raising up the personnel conflicts adding fuel to the 
fights leading to verbal, physical and sexual abuse especially on 
vulnerable members of the family, mainly women and children. 
The constant state of irritation and anger was found to be 
present in people due to the continuous threat of getting infected 
with Covid along with the burden of financial loss and hence 
contributed in converting a normal person into an abuser [9].
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According to the study the likelihood of turning an intimate 
partner into an abuser is the result of individual, relationship 
and community factors. A person becomes violent as a result 
of personality disorders, anxiety issues, financial crisis, prior 
experience of violence and his/her cultural and social beliefs 
about gender inequality. Having said that one in every three 
women experience domestic violence in their lives [10].

Governments implementation of strict lockdown during 
pandemic of covid 19 results in confinement of victims with 
abusers for a longer period of time than before. When in 
normal days an intimate partner is out for work and there is 
less proximity and now the couples are forced to spend all day 
together. Without coping mechanisms and strategies there are 
more chances of conflicts among them [7]. 

Family violence is itself a social dilemma in some cultures 
especially where gender inequality is more intense, and one 
gender is considered superior over the other. A study conducted 
in Bangladesh recorded that domestic violence is growing at a 
higher rate in lockdown with women and children being the easy 
victims [11]. Emphasizing on the fact that domestic violence has 
increased many folds globally. 

3. Discussion
Although lockdown brought with itself some positive changes 
all around the world like decrease in air pollution (https://
agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2020GL087978), 
a drop in overall crime rate [12]. increasing digitalization [13]. 
and advancement in telemedicine [14]. Having said that, the 
risks versus benefits of quarantine are still a matter of debate. 

4.Conclusion
Domestic violence and sexual abuse, family conflicts have 
always been a social dilemma around the world. The dominant 
one playing the abuser and the weaker one being the victim.   
World pandemics always brought devastating consequences 
with them along with few new opportunities which many of the 
times completely changed the dynamics mainly intensifying 
the present issues or creating a new one. Domestic and family 
violence is increased 20% with the advent of pandemic by Covid 
19 due to quarantine and its effects have resulted in damage to 
the much more greater extent [15].

References
1. Zhou, T., Nguyen, T. V. T., Zhong, J., & Liu, J. (2020). 

A COVID-19 descriptive study of life after lockdown in 
Wuhan, China. Royal Society open science, 7(9), 200705. 

2. Storz, M. A. (2020). The COVID-19 pandemic: an 
unprecedented tragedy in the battle against childhood 
obesity. Clinical and experimental pediatrics, 63(12), 477. 

3. Hoof, D. E. V. ( 2020). Lockdown is the world's biggest 
psychological experiment - and we will pay the price 
Retrieved from 

4. Xue, J., Chen, J., Chen, C., Hu, R., & Zhu, T. (2020). The 
hidden pandemic of family violence during COVID-19: 
unsupervised learning of tweets. Journal of medical Internet 
research, 22(11), e24361. 

5. Naghizadeh, S., Mirghafourvand, M., & Mohammadirad, R. 
(2021). Domestic violence and its relationship with quality 
of life in pregnant women during the outbreak of COVID-19 
disease. BMC pregnancy and childbirth, 21, 1-10. 

6. Jahid, A. ( Apr 23,2020). COVID-19 and domestic violence. 
New Age Opinion. 

7. Viero, A., Barbara, G., Montisci, M., Kustermann, K., 
& Cattaneo, C. (2021). Violence against women in the 
Covid-19 pandemic: A review of the literature and a call for 
shared strategies to tackle health and social emergencies. 
Forensic science international, 319, 110650. 

8. Moreira, D. N., & Da Costa, M. P. (2020). The impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic in the precipitation of intimate partner 
violence. International journal of law and psychiatry, 71, 
101606.

9. Pérez-Fuentes, M. D. C., Molero Jurado, M. D. M., Martos 
Martínez, Á., & Gázquez Linares, J. J. (2020). Threat of 
COVID-19 and emotional state during quarantine: Positive 
and negative affect as mediators in a cross-sectional study 
of the Spanish population. PloS one, 15(6), e0235305.

10. Alhabib, S., Nur, U., & Jones, R. (2010). Domestic violence 
against women: Systematic review of prevalence studies. 
Journal of family violence, 25, 369-382.

11. Sifat, R. I. (2020). Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on domestic violence in Bangladesh. Asian journal of 
psychiatry, 53, 102393.

12. Boman, J. H., & Gallupe, O. (2020). Has COVID-19 
changed crime? Crime rates in the United States during the 
pandemic. American journal of criminal justice, 45, 537-
545.

13. Pandey, N., & Pal, A. (2020). Impact of digital surge during 
Covid-19 pandemic: A viewpoint on research and practice. 
International journal of information management, 55, 
102171.

14. Gillman-Wells, C. C., Sankar, T. K., & Vadodaria, S. (2021). 
COVID-19 reducing the risks: telemedicine is the new norm 
for surgical consultations and communications. Aesthetic 
plastic surgery, 45, 343-348.

15. Ranjana, S. H. (2020). Amid lockdown, 4249 women and 
456 Children became victims of domestic violence in April: 
MJF. Manusher Jonno Foundation.

16. World Health Organization. (2020). An ad hoc WHO 
technical consultation managing the COVID-19 infodemic: 
call for action, 7-8 April 2020.

Copyright: ©2023, Chanchal Maheshwari, et al. This is an open-access 
article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in 
any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

https://opastpublishers.com

doi:10.1098/rsos.200705
doi:10.1098/rsos.200705
doi:10.1098/rsos.200705
doi:10.3345/cep.2020.01081
doi:10.3345/cep.2020.01081
doi:10.3345/cep.2020.01081
F:\opast pdf\Balachandra\ANNS\2023\Mar\ANNS-23-07 New\1.	https:\www.weforum.org\agenda\2020\04\this-is-the-psychological-side-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-that-were-ignoring\
F:\opast pdf\Balachandra\ANNS\2023\Mar\ANNS-23-07 New\1.	https:\www.weforum.org\agenda\2020\04\this-is-the-psychological-side-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-that-were-ignoring\
F:\opast pdf\Balachandra\ANNS\2023\Mar\ANNS-23-07 New\1.	https:\www.weforum.org\agenda\2020\04\this-is-the-psychological-side-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-that-were-ignoring\
doi:10.2196/24361
doi:10.2196/24361
doi:10.2196/24361
doi:10.2196/24361
doi:10.2196/24361
doi:10.2196/24361
doi:10.2196/24361
doi:10.2196/24361
doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2020.110650
doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2020.110650
doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2020.110650
doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2020.110650
doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2020.110650
doi:10.1016/j.ijlp.2020.101606
doi:10.1016/j.ijlp.2020.101606
doi:10.1016/j.ijlp.2020.101606
doi:10.1016/j.ijlp.2020.101606
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0235305
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0235305
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0235305
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0235305
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0235305
F:\opast pdf\Balachandra\ANNS\2023\Mar\ANNS-23-07 New\1.	doi:10.1007\s10896-009-9298-4
F:\opast pdf\Balachandra\ANNS\2023\Mar\ANNS-23-07 New\1.	doi:10.1007\s10896-009-9298-4
F:\opast pdf\Balachandra\ANNS\2023\Mar\ANNS-23-07 New\1.	doi:10.1007\s10896-009-9298-4
doi:10.1016/j.ajp.2020.102393
doi:10.1016/j.ajp.2020.102393
doi:10.1016/j.ajp.2020.102393
doi:10.1007/s12103-020-09551-3
doi:10.1007/s12103-020-09551-3
doi:10.1007/s12103-020-09551-3
doi:10.1007/s12103-020-09551-3
doi:10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2020.102171
doi:10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2020.102171
doi:10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2020.102171
doi:10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2020.102171
doi:10.1007/s00266-020-01907-8
doi:10.1007/s00266-020-01907-8
doi:10.1007/s00266-020-01907-8
doi:10.1007/s00266-020-01907-8

