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An Unexpected Complication: Glans Ischemia After Urethractomy
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Necrosis of the glans is a rare and unexpected complication of 
urethractomy. The literature is poorly documented regarding this 
complication.

We report here the case of a 49 year old patient with a histo-
ry of chronic smoking, followed for bladder tumour initially 
without muscle infiltration. Lost to follow-up for 3 years, his 
re-evaluation revealed a muscle-infiltrating bladder tumour with 
localization in the prostatic urethra without other secondary lo-
calizations.

The patient underwent a cystoprostatectomy with a bricker type 
urinary diversion completed by a urethroctomy. Seven days later 
he presented with glans necrosis. Examination revealed a black-
ish, painless glans.

Necrosis of the glans remains a rare complication of urethracto-
my that should not be ignored. It is imperative to warn the pa-
tient before any surgery as this complication has a significant 
psychological impact on the patient's body image and conse-
quently on his quality of life.

Figure 1: Necrosis of the glans
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